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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

The abstract is objected to because it includes the form and legal phraseology often used 
in patent claims, such as "means" and "said". Therefore, the word "said" (line 2) should be 
changed to ~ the 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Page 1 and page 4 of 
the specification are objected to because they are referred to the claims. The specification is a 
stand alone document and is not read in light of the claims. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In general, the claims are replete with indefiniteness and unclear, rendering a clear 
understanding difficult. For example: 
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There are no antecedent basis for the following limitations, "the press nip" (claim 1, line 

2) , "the press shoe" (claim 1, line 3), "the supporting beam" (claim 1, line 4), "the machine 
direction" (claim 1, line 5), "the transfer" (claim 1, the last line), "the machine" (claim 3, the last 
line), "the transverse direction" (claim 6, line 4), "the machine" (claim 6, line 4), "the loading 
pressure" (claim 8, line 2), "the machine" (claim 8, the last line), "the loading pressure" (claim 9, 
line 2), "the press beam" (claim 10, line 2), "the loading pressure" (claim 11, line 1), "the press 
nip" (claim 11, line 1), "the press shoe" (claim 11, line 3), "the supporting beam" (claim 11, line 

3) , "the machine direction" (claim 11, line 6), "the transverse direction" (claim 12, line 4), "the 
machine" (claim 12, line 4), "the backing clement" (claim 12, line 5), "the transfer means" 
(claim 13, line 2), "the transfer element" (claim 16, line 2), "the loading device" (claim 16, line 
3), "the transfer means" (claim 17, line 2), "the position" (claim 17, line 3), "the transfer means" 
(claim 18, line 2), "the actuating devices" (claim 18, the last line), "the adjusting devices" (claim 
20, line 2), .... Additionally, it is unclear of what structural relationship exists between these 
elements and the other elements as claimed in their respective preceding claims. 

Regarding claim 1 , the last line, a broad range or limitation followed by the linking term 
"preferably" and a narrow range or limitation within the broad range or limitation is considered 
indefinite since the resulting claim does not clearly set forth the meted and bounds of the patent 
protection desired. 

Regarding claim 10, line 2, the limitation "a loading element" lacks clear antecedent 
basis because it is unclear whether this loading element is referring to the loading element as 
claimed in claim 1 or to a different loading element. 



Application/Control Number: 10/589,553 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3725 

Regarding claim 18, line 2, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 
MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

The claims should be carefully reviewed for clarity and definiteness. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-5, 7-11, and 13-19, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Saarinen (US 4,713,147). 

Saarinen discloses a shoe press comprises loading elements (figs. 3, 4, and 7) acting on a 
press shoe (3), a first end of the elements being supported on a supporting beam (5) and the other 
end on the press shoe (fig. 7), the loading elements are moved (C) in a machine direction (fig. 7) 
in a space between the press shoe and the supporting beam (fig. 7), the loading element is acted 
via a transmission (14, 15), the loading element is acted on by a bar element (14), which is 
moved in a transverse direction with respect to a longitudinal axis of a roll (1), an eccentric 
construction (col. 4, line 55), a pressure medium (9), a press beam (3) is acted on by the loading 
element comprising a cylinder-piston unit (8, 9, 10), a transfer means moving the loading 
element comprise actuating devices (14, 15), a guide surface (10), two bar elements (fig. 7). 
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Claims 1, 7, 11, and 20, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Gustavsson et al. (hereinafter "Gus") (US 7,172,679). 

Gus discloses a shoe press comprises loading elements (figs. 1 A, IB) acting on a press 
shoe (101), a first end of the elements being supported on a supporting beam (105) and the other 
end on the press shoe (fig. 1 A), the loading elements are moved (figs. 1 A and IB) in a machine 
direction (figs. 1 A and IB) in a space between the press shoe and the supporting beam (fig. 1A), 
pressure medium (fig. 2A), and adjusting devices (fig. 2B) are arranged in a space formed in the 
press shoe (201'). 

Note that claims 6 and 12 have not been rejected over prior art. However, in view of the 
issues under 35 USC 1 12 rejections as set forth above, the allowability of the claims can not be 
determined at this time. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The prior art listed on the attached PTO 892 are cited to show relevant shoe press. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JIMMY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4520. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30am-5 :00pm with 
alternating Fri. 7:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dana Ross can be reached on (571) 272- 4480. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JTNguyen 
November 07, 2008 



/Jimmy T Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3725 



